Mr Kevin Short, Norwich, Norfolk (full address previously supplied), skevin@onetel.com

Dr Ian Gibson MP/All Group Members
The Group on Scientific Research into ME

House of Commons
London SWIA 0AA 1st May 2006

Dear Dr Gibson/Group Member.

Clinician/Researcher Testimony, Your Group’s Remit & UK Democratic Standards

I am very concerned that, as far I can ascertain, your group has not yet issued formal witness invitations to
key researchers/clinicians disposed to a balanced scientific approach concerning Myalgic Encephalo-
myelitis. Given your stated intent to conclude your group's work by the summer parliamentary recess, this
will place unfair time demands upon very busy professionals who are otherwise willing to attend your
hearings. | wrote/copied a letter/email to you and your group administrative assistants, on this matter on
15th April 2006 (copy enclosed herewith) but have not received a reply as yet.

I do appreciate that you and your group are very busy and have limited administrative resources at your
disposal. However, if you do not contact such extremely important witnesses soon this may preclude some
of them from giving oral testimony and thereby render your final report substantially the poorer for it.
Things are difficult enough for the UK specialists (Dr Abhijit Chaudhuri, Professor Malcolm Hooper,
Professor Basant Puri, Dr Nigel Speight, Dr Vance Spence/MERGE, Dr Irving Spurr, Dr Willie Weir, Dr
John Gow, Dr Jonathon Kerr ef al) but this is clearly more so for North American specialists such as Dr
Byron Hyde, Dr Bruce Carruthers. Professor Anthony Komaroff, Professor Leonard Jason ef al. It does
seem a particular shame if your group cannot interview Doctors Hyde and Carruthers when they happen to
be in the UK anyway from May 10th and 8th respectively. Just to reiterate, scientific and clinical
knowledge on ME is not confined to UK specialists, neither therefore should oral witness testimony to
your group be similarly limited.

Given the controversy and confusion surrounding the terms of reference of your 'science’ group, I would
just like to emphasise that it is important you interview specialist clinicians as well as scientists/
researchers. Often the role of clinician and researcher is combined anyway; thus for example, clinical
specialist Dr Abhijit Chaudhuri can present recent autopsy evidence of demyelinization and spinal cord
inflammation - unequivocally demonstrating the superiority of the WHO-backed Encephalomyelitis label
over the unofficial and research-ignoring Encephalopathy and ‘Chronic Fatigue’ labels. Indeed, this adds
to the substantial amount of biomedical evidence from Dr John Richardson and others on such matters
prior to 2002 (your group's previously stated arbitrary chronological cut-off point?).

Evidence that such scientific research has been systematically ignored by the establishment/CMO/
MRC/DWP, and that ME patients have been subject to a 15 year long industry-backed campaign of
persecution' by the Wessely-School group of psychiatrists, has been supplied to you/your group. Dr Ian
Gibson initially gave an unequivocal commitment to me, Professor Hooper and others that his “inquiry™
would examine such matters. On November 4™ 2005, in direct reference to such matters he stated to me,
Teff Brown and Barbara Robinson: “...it’s open season for evidence as far as I'm concerned; nothing
ruled in, nothing ruled out. We’ve just got to get to everybody all the evidence we can. I'm sorry for
the committee ‘cos they are gonna have to read a lot... [Ian Gibson MP - recorded on tape].” It is
just not right that you have backtracked on this commitment®. I say again. the problem with UK policy
towards ME is not just that insufficient scientific biomedical research has taken place: it is that existing
research has been systematically disregarded, obscured and abused by powerful vested interests. This is
well documented and such documentation has been supplied or made available to your group — including
an open invitation to visit the extensive documentary library of the excellent medical-legal researcher
Margaret Williams. How can your group possibly, as you promised, "get to the bottom of matters" by






